Your Holiness,
It is a great honor and joy for me to be received by you this morning in the company of my spiritual brother, Father Besag, who is a student here, and dear relatives and friends from Lebanon, Armenia, France and Italy.

I come from the Holy See of Cilicia in Lebanon and convey to Your Holiness the brotherly greetings of His Holiness Catholicos Aram I.

As the Ecumenical Officer of my Church, I had many opportunities to visit your two predecessors and Your Holiness, and to participate in many ceremonies and meetings at the Apostolic See of St. Peter’s. Today I come to present to you my book – St. Gregory of Narek, Instruction on the Orthodox Faith and Virtuous and Pure Life – dedicated to Your Holiness in gratitude for declaring St. Gregory of Narek a Doctor of the Church. 12 April 2015 has been solemnized in the memory of all Armenians as the date of this historical declaration on the occasion of the 100th Anniversary of the first genocide of the twentieth century, prayerfully commemorated at the Vatican.  

In 1981, when I was ordained a priest, I was given the name “Narek”, which is the very name of this great Saint. Since then, St. Gregory of Narek has been my patron and guardian saint.

Holy Father,
Armenians know well the special place we have in your heart. Therefore, I allow myself to thank you on behalf of all of us for your fatherly affection and solidarity towards us in these difficult times of our history when we are facing challenges of survival in Armenia, Artsakh/Karabagh and the Diaspora – especially in the Middle East.

Some friends asked me: “Why this book – St. Gregory of Narek, Instruction on the Orthodox Faith and Virtuous and Pure Life?” My answer is stated in the Introduction of the book, and I quote: “The Instruction remains ever timely because sin always tries to crawl into our souls, and only with the shield of this type of counsel we can block its penetration into our lives. The uniqueness of the Instruction lies in the reality that it is a precious manual for a God-pleasing life for all people of good will.”

And then they continued: “Why did you dedicate this book to His Holiness Pope Francis?” My answer is: “Because His Holiness is a living example and prudent mentor of Christ-centered life. Reading this book through the Christian testimony and monastic humility of His Holiness will draw us closer to God, whom we glorify on this earth and in the blissful life to come, by the intercession of St. Gregory of Narek.” 

A young Armenian from Canada, not able to be with us this morning, yesterday texted me the following addressed to Your Holiness: 
“His Holiness, full of kindness and greatness. 
May his papacy last for all time graciously.  
I write to him from my heart, as if recited to him by a lark.
God chose you to quench the world with His heavenly dew.
For you are the rod, which has been handed down to you by God.
Thank you for bringing enlightenment to God’s great sphere.
May you fill every individual’s heart with compassion and cheer.”
(Garen Kelendjian)
 
And now, Your Holiness, I present my book to you, asking you to bless us on our path of service to God – the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
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