17TH CENTENARY PROGRAMS
OF THE ARMENIAN CATHOLICOSATE OF CILICIA PROGRESSING AT FULL SPEED 

The year 2001 will mark the 17th Centenary of the Proclamation of Christianity in Armenia. Christianity reached Armenia in the first century when St. Thaddeus and St. Bartholomew, two apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, came to preach “the way, the truth and the life” (John 14.6) to the Armenian nation. In 301 A. D., through the dedicated efforts of St. Gregory the Illuminator and the ardent support of King Tiridates III, Christianity was declared Armenia’s state religion, thus granting the Armenians the honor of becoming the first state to embrace Christianity.

Commencing in the mid 1990’s the Armenian Church and Republic of Armenia started the process of commemorating this historical milestone. Now, as we draw close to the year 2001, we are more equipped with diversified activities which enable our faithful and the international community at large to focus on the momentum and message of the 17th Centenary.

The Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia, Antelias-Lebanon, continues to be actively involved in the 17th Centenary Central Committee of the Armenian Church and works in close collaboration with the 17th Centenary Committee of the Republic of Armenia. Furthermore, the Catholicosate has followed the mandate of the initial meeting of the 17th Centenary to organize events befitting the celebration of this milestone anniversary in the framework of the Hierarchical Sees of the Armenian Church.

In 1997, under the auspices of His Holiness Aram I, the 17th Centenary Committee of the Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia was formed and the necessary guidance was provided to its respected Dioceses for the preparations of the celebrations of this anniversary. The Catholicosate and its Dioceses have embarked on many activities to commemorate the 17th Centenary. Some events have already been realized with many more on the way. 

The 17th Centenary Committee adhered to the advice of Aram Vehapar and envisioned activities that could capture the attention of the international and ecumenical communities and transform the collective life of the Christian Armenians in a precise and profound way. From the outset, these activities might resemble many other activities carried on in Armenia and the Diaspora. For a clear understanding of the peculiarities of what is in store for the 17th Centenary during the period of 2000–2001, I would like to summarize the following areas related to the distinctive activities organized by the Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia:

1) A series of international conferences will be held in the United States of America, Lebanon, Switzerland, Syria and Iran. “The Spirituality of the Armenian Church” conference scheduled for June 2001, in Geneva, has generated a worldwide interest from many noted Armenian and non-Armenian scholars, who are eager to participate in the critical reflection on one of the most significant aspects of Armenian Christianity.

2) A series of international exhibitions will be organized in collaboration with the Catholicosate and prestigious museums. The treasures of the Cilicia Museum of the Catholicosate will circulate through Germany, the United States, Switzerland, Syria and Iran. These exhibits will become moving testimonies of the artifacts rescued during the Armenian Genocide and the forced abandonment of Cilicia by Armenians. The survivors, initially scattered in the Middle East, became a creative force in the Armenian Diaspora under the inspired leadership of the Catholicosate. 

3) A series of multilingual publications will enrich the Armenian literature. Two monumental works will be: The Catalogue of the Treasures of the Cilicia Museum featuring the liturgical vestments and vessels, Holy Bibles and manuscripts, and paintings and artifacts preserved in Antelias; and the special issue of The Armenological Hask dedicated to the theology and history of the Armenian Church.

4) A series of artistic and educational programs will attract all Armenians, especially the youth and students, to come closer to the Armenian Church and mark the 17th Centenary as an occasion of renewal of Christian faith and Armenian values. The culmination of the 17th Centenary activities will take place in May 2001, in Lebanon, with the contemporary presentation of the musical-theatrical performance of “St. Gregory the Illuminator and the Official Conversion of the Armenians to Christianity.”

The Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia is fully committed to serving the Armenian Church, the Armenian nation and the Armenian homeland. The 17th Centenary is an occasion to crystallize this commitment. With this firm belief and clear vision, the Catholicosate is commemorating this historic turning point with a reflection on the past, a calling in the present and anticipation for the future.  

V. Rev. Nareg Alemezian
Executive Director of the 17th Centenary Committee 
of the Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia



3

