A MESSAGE OF BLESSING AND FRIENDSHIP

On 28 August 2009, His Holiness Catholicos Aram I of Cilicia of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church received a letter from His Excellency Želimir Puljić, the Bishop of Dubrovnik, inviting him on 3 February 2010 to participate in the feast day and procession of St. Blaise, the Patron Saint of Dubrovnik. 

As the Ecumenical Officer I was commissioned by His Holiness to represent him during this blessed occasion. 

Upon my arrival to Dubrovnik, I was warmly greeted by my guide Vinicije B. Lupis. A growing friendship was established between Vinicije and myself, whom I started to affectionately address as “Kaylig”, translating his last name (Lupis) to Armenian. Since then, I became very attached to Dubrovnik and St. Blaise. I wrote articles about my visit to Dubrovnik and I embarked on a pilgrimage to Sebastia/Sivas in 2011. Through these initial contacts a growing interest was emerged among Armenians towards St. Blaise –– Sourp Vlas, the Armenian Bishop of Sebastia.

I am very glad to greet the publication of Sebaste – the city of Saint Blaise as a natural outcome of my deep respect towards its editor. Vinicije B. Lupis has been the link between the Croats and Armenians through his love and attachment to St. Blaise. He has dedicated his entire life of scholarly research to deepen Armenian-Croatian relations under the patronage of St. Blaise and via relations with the Armenian Church Holy See of Cilicia. He was among the ecumenical guests who participated in the 100th commemoration of the Armenian Genocide in 2015, at the headquarters of my Church in Antelias-Lebanon. 

Sebaste – the city of Saint Blaise is a collection of works by several Croatian and Armenian authors, who presented their views and insights on the Armenian city of Sebaste, which unfortunately no longer exists as a cradle of Christian civilization and spirituality. 

This book is a pioneering scientific project, because it truly brings together for the first time Croatians and Diaspora Armenians who originated from Western Armenia, in order to analyze Sebaste from several angles and strengthen centuries-long relations of our two Christian peoples. 

The idea of printing such a book was initiated by its editor seven years ago during a conversation with me, as a sort of a renewed attempt for mutual enrichment for Croatians and Armenians. 

Sebaste is a landmark historical city both for Christian civilization and martyrology in general, and a center of Armenian culture over the course of many centuries. Therefore, this collection is at the same time the answer to many doubts amongst the Croatian public about the importance of Christian Sebaste to global ecumenism and the credible evidence about St. Blaise as a spiritual symbol that permanently connects the Croatian and Armenian peoples. 

I hope that by the blessing of St. Blaise through this book Armenians and Croats will recognize the need to know each other better and to bring their contribution to the common Christian witness in these troubled times for Christians.


Prayerfully,
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Archbishop Nareg Alemezian
Chairman of the Religious Council
Armenian Church Holy See of Cilicia
Antelias-Lebanon

Feast of Christmas and Theophany, 6 January 2017
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