RELIGIOUS TRACK MEETING
(Intervention)

Dear friends,

I extend my thanks to all of you for this wonderful welcome. I already feel myself at home in Cyprus. The kind words addressed to me today and through me to the Armenian Church in Cyprus invite us to continue to cooperate with all people who work hard for the unification of Cyprus and harmonious coexistence of its communities.

My words of thanks go to the Swedish government and its ambassador His Excellency Mr Klas Gierow for this initiative of bringing us together and hosting this meeting and working lunch in his residence.

The office of the Religious Track of the Cyprus Peace Process deserves a special thank you for its untiring efforts of close follow ups to continue the building up of cordial relations among all the religious, political and civil society leaders.

I join these rounds of religious leaders’ discussions with a long experience and rich background of being the Ecumenical Officer of the Armenian Church in charge of inter-church and inter-faith relations since 1997, under the leadership of the head of my Church His Holiness Catholicos Aram I of the Holy See of Cilicia. Additionally, I come from Lebanon, which has a communal structure and despite of all sensitivities we are trying very hard to live and work together. 

As religious leaders, wherever and whenever we meet together we expose the rich spiritual heritage of our respective religions –– a heritage of love, hope, peace, reconciliation, coexistence and cooperation based on mutual trust and respect. 

Our world in general and especially our immediate neighborhood in the Middle East are in turmoil. Thank God, Cyprus is in peace and now is the most appropriate time to once again show to the world that we can live, plan and worship side by side in peace and harmony as Christian and Muslim Cypriots following the footsteps of our predecessors who did that for centuries. Only by doing so we will tell the world that living together is the most viable way of being humans created in the image of God (Genesis 1.27), who see the paradise in the eyes and hearts of each other. 
 
As you well know, the Armenian community has been an integral part of Cyprus for a long time. Today we welcome all the efforts exerted to unify Cyprus, so all of us together could fulfill our common obligations as citizens of this beautiful island in mutual trust. We enjoy the freedom of religion and culture in our homes, religious buildings, schools and community centers. Not only are we obliged to cherish this basic human rights, but also to enlarge the scope of coexistence and confidence by full commitment to protect all religious sites of Cyprus as our common cultural heritage. Unfortunately there are many religious sites which are in lamentable conditions today. As architectural monuments religious sites not only need proper restoration, but as houses of worship they need to be used by their respective faithful who alone could make them genuine houses of prayer. 

My wish and prayer is that the restoration and the opening up of the Armenian Sourp Asdvadsadsin Church and Monastery Complex for worship will be the beginning of a promising process for other Armenian houses of worship, to grant us the long-awaited opportunity of praising God there, as all of us long to do in our own religious sites until the fortunate day when they will be returned to each respective community. 

Once again, I thank you all. Be assured of my full commitment to all the good will and action which brings us together, keeps us together and grants us the unique opportunity of working together for the brighter future of one Cyprus we have and we dearly love, so that “righteousness and peace kiss each other” (Psalm 85.10).

* * *


During lunch Archbishop Nareg made the following remark:

I thank the United Nation’s Special Advisor to the Secretary General on Cyprus (UN SASG) Mr Espen Barth Eide and United Nation’s Special Representative to the Secretary General on Cyprus (UN SRSG) Ms Lisa Buttenheim for being with us today. 

Your Excellencies, this is a clear expression of your unwavering support to the constructive steps we, the religious leaders, are taking together.

Also, I thank the ambassador of Sweden his Excellency Mr Klas Gierow for his kind invitation and the delicious lunch.

I appreciate the positive atmosphere in which we, the religious leaders, are meeting. This is the beginning of a constructive journey. We are setting a good example for all to follow us. We will continue our joined efforts and I am sure God will grant us the opportunity of enjoying the benefit of our work.  
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