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I. Opening Remarks
This is the second meeting of a new platform designed to encourage collaboration between the WCC and the CWCs – collaboration between global conciliar and confessional instruments of the ecumenical movement. Our work is important for the visible unity and common witness of the Church.

I am sure we have taken the experience and the reflections of our first meeting to our constituencies, and it will be very helpful if we later on can say something on their impact in our confessional contexts and how our work has been received.

Collaboration as answer to Christ’s prayer
It is precisely the collaboration between the councils and the communions that has led to new experiments in promoting Christian unity such as the Global Christian Forum.

Even if we critique the forum-method as shying away from fellowship and accountability, we must cautiously follow up the new thing that God has done in bringing so many Christian traditions together.

More and more Christian traditions are seeking deeper engagement with the ecumenical movement. Our work is important not only because it promotes collaboration within the ecumenical movement, but because it can be instrumental in broadening the ecumenical movement and at the same time strengthening the fellowship of the existing ecumenical bodies.

II. Important issues to keep before us - Enhancing common Christian voice
We all very well know that the ecumenical movement is much wider than any instrument of ecumenism. Also, we all agree that all Christians are entrusted by the calling of caring for the deepening and not only broadening of institutional ecumenism. I believe that here lies the major responsibility of this JCC in exploring the preparation of a solid ground for collaboration and action. That is why the purpose of our time here is not simply to address how we can achieve greater collaboration between the WCC and CWCs, but to sharpen our understanding of how critical our collaboration is. Our goal should not be to promote inter-institutional efficiencies, but to enhance a common Christian voice.

Proliferation of spaces dealing with similar issues
As in all things, we should proceed with humility, recognizing the existence of other platforms and initiatives that seek to involve the wider ecumenical movement. For example, the Conference of Secretaries of Christian World Communions, the Continuation Committee on Ecumenism in the 21st Century, the Bilateral Dialogue Forum, the Global Christian Forum and even the Assembly Discernment Committee are all spaces in which the ecumenical movement comes together seeking to promote coherence and cooperation. Many of us are privileged to be a part of these spaces. We must give careful attention to the proliferation of spaces dealing with similar issues. 

III. Hopes for this meeting
· The next Assembly – The WCC has invited the ecumenical movement to a common table to discern how the next assembly can help to promote the coherence of the ecumenical movement by making space for CWCs and other recognized ecumenical partners. Up to six members of the Assembly Discernment Committee would represent the CWCs Conference of Secretaries, the Roman Catholic Church and Pentecostal Churches.

At this meeting, the JCC is asked to contribute to a common understanding of “expanded space,” to make concrete suggestions for how this space might be shaped to meet the interests of CWCs and to sharpen the theological justifications for such a gathering. 
· Common Word between You and Us – The letter from Muslim scholars and clerics reminds of the need for a common Christian voice to promote inter-religious dialogue and collaboration. We are challenged to overcome our own divisions and to be a credible witness to Christ among our neighbours of all religions. 

At this meeting, we may lay the ground for new partnerships in promoting common Christian witness to the importance of inter-faith dialogue. 

· Support for the Global Christian Forum – The forum was a glimpse of the ecumenical movement to come. It was even referred to as the dawn of a new day in promoting Christian unity. But it has a long way to go. It should be a source of great hope and deep commitment. Nurturing a new day is a significant and ongoing responsibility. 

This group should likely consider the importance of continuing the cooperation between councils and communions for the experimentation of the Global Christian Forum on the way towards Christian unity also in dealing with the burning issues on the regional levels. 

· The work of the Faith and Order – Faith and Order facilitates our response to the prayer of our Lord addressed to the Father for all the Christians: “that they also may be one in us; that the world may believe that you have sent me” (John 17.21). 

All our discussions and deliberations need to be grounded in our theology and ecclesiology. This afternoon Faith and Order will share with us three priorities that it is committed to - bilateral dialogues, called to be the one church, and the nature and mission of the church. I believe that our response to these three initiatives will make the witness of the ecumenical movement more credible in inter-Christian and inter-faith contexts.

In this post-Pentecost season, once again our attention is focused on our common text of Acts of Apostles chapter 2. In verse 3 we read: “Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.”  In this verse I see God distributing a gift for each apostle –and each one of us– in order to come up with one language of praise and mission out of the divided tongues. Let us carry out this gift in love and enrich the Church of God.
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